





TEXT AND PHOTOS BY DAVID KENNEDY

lots of electronic failures. On the other hand, computer tuners from the
performance world saw the Power Stroke as something they could add
substantial power to. Today we all know which group was right.

CHIP, BOXES, PROGRAMMERS

The initial wave of diesel performance parts came in the form of chips
that plugged into the factory computers. As the OEMs moved to a new
generation of ECMs, plug-in chips were no longeran option for the after-
market. The plug-in module, or box, was then developed to hijack infor-
mation coming in and out of the factory computer and massage the data
for more performance.

Another school of thought that developed was uploading a new perfor-
mance calibration directly into the engine’s computer—much like youwould
load your personal computer with new software. This technology is widely
used today and falls under the generic title of tuners or programmers.

SUPERCOMPUTERS
Knowing that the future will only bring more computer controls and
more customer expectations, Banks Power has developed a new stand-
alone computer called the 1Q that works in conjunction with the vehicle’s

The Banks Bus module can be mounted under the dash and communicates with the 1Q
via its mini-USB port. This device translates the data stream coming from the vehicle’s
onboard computer so the driver can interface with the vehicle via the 1Q’s display.
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The 1Q will offer an almost unlimited number of screen configurations that will allow
the user to customize what information is displayed, and in what visual form.
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Far more than just a digital gauge display, the 1Q also allows the user to select a num-
ber of different functions that Banks describes as environments.
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To show you just how capable the IQ is, it comes with the Windows CE operating sys-
tem already installed.

computer. Basically, the 1Q is a handheld touch-screen computer de-
signed to interface with the vehicle. Think of it as an iPhone for your car
or truck. The unit plugs into the data link connector under the dash and
is able to read the information being passed over the vehicle’s control-
ler area network (CAN) bus. The IQ has access to all of the information
the vehicle’s computer does, through various screens that Banks calls
environments. The driver can then interpret the data with a number of
different digital screen configurations.

Banks promises to take this technology far beyond just giving the
driver a set of digital readouts. Banks’ intent is to give the customer
an interface that will allow them to also control aftermarket hardware
through the IQ’s display. It can control the Banks Six-Gun tuner and
new Banks SpeedBrake in GM, Ford, Dodge, and Cummins-powered
motorhomes, but in the future, the 1Q architecture will also be able
to control things like nitrous, water injection, and propane—basically
anything that can be computer controlled.

In addition to the vehicle performance menus, the IQ will also feature
a full suite of media capabilities. It will allow you to view photos, movies,
and listen to music. The unit also has built-in GPS capability—and did we
mention it also runs Windows CE? After seeing the Banks 1Q, we were left
wondering—is there anything this product won’t be able to do? Look fora
full review in the March issue. DP
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Traditional diesel users will likely first use the IQ to display vehicle performance
information—but the 1Q does much more. This screen capture shows how the 1Q can
control the Banks SpeedBrake (horizontal row along the bottom) as well as the Banks
Six-Gun tuner modes (vertical column along the left-hand side) in real-time via the
touch screen.
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The 1Q’s SpeedBrake integration is particularly impressive, as it lets you dial in the
vehicle's speed in 1-mph increments. It also gives you a visual cue as to what percent
of the SpeedBrake’s capacity is being used, what gear the transmission is in, and what
the transmission temperature is.
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For performance junkies, there is an acceleration test mode that will allow you to
run real-world eighth-mile, quarter-mile, and 0-to-60 tests. Now you'll have a le-
gitimate way of evaluating any aftermarket performance part—without having to
find a chassis dyno.

"Basically, the 1Q is a handheld
touch-screen computer designed to
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The information from each run can then be plotted and viewed with this easy to use
data-logging tool that combines information from the vehicle’s computer with external
hardware like the Banks Six-Gun.
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The IQ also has the ability to generate audible and visual alerts to prevent vehicle
and engine damage. The vehicle operator can set the acceptable range for EGT and
various fluid temperatures and then choose the volume of the alert when that range
is exceeded.

DISPLAY
CORRECTED
VALUES

1) MAINTAIN A STEADY SPEED
| ANY SPEED (CRUISE CONTROL MAY BE USED)

| 2) PRESS “"CALIBRATE” BUTTON
MAINTAIN SPEED UNTIL TEST FINISHES

Additional functionality such as speedometer calibration, aftermarket performance
parts control, backup cameras, and GPS are all options for the 1Q.

Banks Power
(800) 428-9152 » www.bankspower.com

interface with the vehicle. Think of it as an iPhone for your car or truck.
The 1Q has access to all of the information the vehicle’s computer does.. ."
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