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It should alse be noted that the SpeedBrake is a completely fail-safe modification—it is said not to put any added strain on the variable geometry turbo. When the transmission is

downshifting, the turbo vanes are even opened momentarily to not only prevent potentially harmful pressure spikes, but to keep brake operation smooth at the same time.

ON MODE

Following the sametest procedure in On mode with the brake strength
set on high, the braking power remained at 100 percent throughout
the duration of our descent. In addition, aggressive yet smooth down-
shifts in the Allison (which downshifted into First gear once our speed
neared 25 mph) effectively dragged us down from 55 mph (at the top
of the hill) to 15 mph within one mile. Then, once the truck and trailer
reached 15 mph, the SpeedBrake disengaged, allowed our speed to
increase to approximately 18 mph, and then reapplied, effectively
keeping usin a 15- to 18-mph range. We had to accelerate to reach the
bottom of the pass.

OFFRAMP FEATURE
Once our initial testing concluded, the Banks crew showed us another
option available when the Speed Control mode is selected. By enabling
a Foot Brake Activation feature, once you apply the foot brake pedal, the
SpeedBrake switches to a maximum braking mode. This is ideal forinter-
state offramps, which the Banks guys displayed for us several times.

CONCLUSION
The SpeedBrake caters to all drivers because it’s adaptable to any-
one’s driving style. You're not stuck with target-speed descent or 100 per-
cent braking power all day long—you can choose. And not only that, you
can customize the SpeedBrake’s settings courtesy of a PowerPDA while
driving down the highway, or even increase your ideal braking speed or
power in the midst of a downhill grade. DP
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COMING SOON:

The advantage of owning a SpeedBrake won't be exclusive to LBZ,
LLY, and LMM Duramax owners for long. Banks is hard at work ta
release units for each of the Big Three's VGT-equipped diesel mills.
In the near future, 6.0L and 6.4L Power Stroke applications will be
available, followed by a SpeedBrake for the 6.7L Cummins, which

Banks is claiming will be a big improvement over the OEM exhaust

brake that comes standard on Dodges.
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